
        
 

 

A bigger slice 

of funding for 

Organic 

Farming 

-What is the Farm Bill? 

The farm bill is an important piece of legislation to food, farming, nutrition, and land use. It covers multiple issues with a $90+ billion per year price tag. 
About half of the spending makes up food stamps, school lunches and nutritional programs. Commodity programs use up more than 30%. The remainder 
of the funding goes to various programs including forestry, energy, conservation, and research. The Federal government authorizes the renewal of the 
farm bill every 5 years. The agriculture committees of the House of Representatives and Senate host hearings for committee members to gather 
information and opinions. Then Both the House and Senate vote on all the titles under the Farm bill and what congress accepts will remain in effect until 
the next farm bill. 

 

 Welcome to Farmer Joe’s Organic Pizzeria. Here we are committed to providing you with important and useful information on the 2012 

farm bill.  Our special today is the Organic Agriculture Pizza. I am sure you are wondering what makes it so special?  In the following you will understand 
why each of the ingredients are so important and how they all work together to build the perfect pizza.  

 

-The Organic Agriculture Pizza! 
Organic agriculture also receives a slice of the funding from the farm bill. The funding received for organic farming in the 2008 farm bill was $0.402 billion 
(5-year), $0.1 billion (annually); receiving 0.11% of the total farm bill. At Farmer Joe’s we believe that funding should be increased so that organic 
agriculture receives 1% of the total farm bill.  

 

-Ingredients  
The ingredients in this pizza explain why funding needs to be increased. The crust of a pizza needs to be handled properly so that the sauce and the cheese 
have a good foundation, much like the environment. The cheese on pizza can add nutritional value to it, much like nutritional benefits of organic crops. 
The sauce provides a smooth transition between the crust and the cheese, much like the economics of organic agriculture. Making one delicious and 
healthy pizza! 

-The Crust (Environment) 

Healthy, sustainable, land and soil is essential for the growth of crops. The current ways conventional farmers are working the land is destroying the 
natural fertility and making it harder and harder to grow food. Organic farming is one way to keep important nutrients and increase the soil health for 
many years; according to the Rodale Institute. 
Organic farming practices use biological forms of fertilizer (compost, animal manure, and cover crops) to improve soil quality and water quality/retention. 
Also studies have shown that improved soil quality helps crops withstand or repel insects and disease; according to the Organic Farming Research 
Foundation. This alone helps our environment to lessen gaseous emissions into the atmosphere and pesticide/herbicide/fertilizer run off into the 
watersheds. Not only good for the land, organic farming has been proven to help biodiversity in animals and slow climate change. 
 

-The Sauce (Economy) 

Organic agriculture is also good for the economy. The Organic Farming Research Foundation states that this market has grown from $3.6 billion in 1997 
to $29 billion in 2010. In the U.S. there are currently 14,500 organic farmers, which must triple in size to meet the projected demand of 42,000 in 2015. 
According to the Rodale Institute organic agriculture also improves the local community, by providing 30% more jobs per hectare than non-organic farms. 
Organic farms are also significantly more profitable than conventional farmers; organic farms have an operating profit of $45,697 compared to $25,448 
for conventional farmers. 
 

-The Cheese (Nutrition) 
By eating organically grown foods, you are putting food in your body that hasn’t been grown using harsh chemicals or pesticides. Studies have been 
executed to attempt to influence consumers that many non-organic crops can be toxic to humans organic foods are grown in soil that exposes them to 
vitamins and minerals instead of harsh chemicals and don’t have synthetic additives like genetically modified foods.  The USDA has a certification 
program that helps consumers know which foods are legitimately organic, so it is easier to be sure what we are putting into our bodies. 

-We Value our Customers  

We appreciate your business and value your opinion. Now is the time to have your voice heard. Contact your Senators and Representatives and inform 

them on why organic agriculture is so important.  
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